[Parapharyngeal abscess and osteomyelitic destruction of the odontoid process].
We report the case of a 55 year old man with osteomyelitic destruction of the odontoid process and a parapharyngeal abscess. The patient was admitted with diagnosis of meningitis and degenerative cervical spine disease without compression of spinal cord or nerve roots but progressive impairment of cervical spine mobility. Inflammatory parameters in serum and cerebrospinal fluid were detected and antibiotic therapy was initiated resulting in subjective improvement of symptoms. When impairment of cervical spine motility persisted and gait disturbance developed, a parapharyngeal abscess and an osteomyelitic destruction of the odontoid process caused by infection with staphylococcus aureus was diagnosed. After cleavage of the abscess and four months of antibiotic therapy the gait disturbance disappeared and mild impairment of cervical spine motility persisted.